CHAPTER   VII
PIERRE   DE   THOMAS   AND
PHILIPPE   DE   MEZIERES
Pierre dc Thomas: early life; propagandist and crusader; Patriarch of Con-
stantinople and Apostolic Legate of East; Sack of Alexandria; Death and
Legacy. Philippe de M&iires: early life; connexions with Pierre de Thomas
and Pierre I de Lusignan; propagandist, ambassador and crusader. Diplo-
matic Correspondence; Pita $. Pttri T/tomasn\ Nova Rt/igio Passionis; Songt
du mil Ptiering Qratio Tragtdica\ Epistrt au Roy Richart\ Epistre lamentable
ft consolattirs
THE distinctive feature of the history of the crusade during
the first three or four decades of the fourteenth century is
the abundance of propagandists who exhorted all good
Catholics to uphold the cause of holy war* Pilgrims,
missionaries, statesmen, churchmen and men of action
submitted various plans for projects of crusade to those in
authority including Popes, Kings and Councils. In these
documents* preparations, routes and possibilities of success-
ful campaigns in the Levant were discussed in great detail
The labours and enthusiasm of the theorists of this era
were at last rewarded when the West embarked on a
number of expeditions against the East in the remaining
part of the century* As a result, propagandist litera-
ture passed through a period of marked decline; and the
reason is not far to seek, for men's minds turned to action
instead of the exhortation of others to do what was regarded
as their sacred duty to save the heritage of Christ* Never-
theless, it would be an error to assume that this period was
quite devoid *of the propagandist activity which filled the
opening years of the century. It now, however, took
a different form, and the early tracts and treatises on
the crusade, were now supplanted by diplomatic corre-
spondence and negotiations for immediate action. The
new tendency may best be illustrated by the careers of
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